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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 081513 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PINS, PBOR, GT, BH, OAS 

SUBJECT: BELIZE DISPUTE AND OASGA: AGENDA ITEMS 12 AND 18 
REF: STATE 78713 

1. BRITISH EMBASSY HAS TOLD DEPARTMENT THAT BELIZEAN 
ATTORNEY GENERAL VERNON COURTENAY DISCUSSED BELIZEAN 
CONCERNS WITH THEM APRIL 1 8 IN WASHINGTON. PRESUMABLY 
COURTENAY ALSO TALKING WITH TRADITIONAL BELIZEAN FRIENDS 
AMONG CARIBBEAN COMMONWEALTH. COURTENAY WHO IS NOW IN 
ATLANTA SAID THAT PREMIER PRICE MAY ALSO TRAVEL THERE FOR 
OASGA. 

2. BRITISH DESCRIBED COURTENAY'S ATTITUDE AS VERY 
DEPRESSED ABOUT PROSPECTS FOR RESOLUTION BELIZE DISPUTE 
WITH GUATEMALA, AND THUS BELIZE AN INDEPENDENCE, POINTING 
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LITTLE TIME LEFT UNTIL NEW GUATEMALAN GOVERNMENT TAKES 
OFFICE. ACCORDING BRITISH. COURTENAY BELIEVES GOG STALLING 
BECAUSE GUATEMALA PREFERS STATUS QUO AND THAT IT MAY BE 
IN BELIZE'S INTEREST TO SEE ISSUE RAISED. COURTENAY 
REPORTEDLY APPRECIATES THAT DOING SO MAY COMPLICATE 
BRITISH CHANCES FOR OAS OBSERVER STATUS BUT BELIEVES 
GUATEMALA'S REPORTED DESIRE FOR LOW KEY TREATMENT OF 
BELIZE DISPUTE AT OASGA IS MORE STALLING. BRITISH STATE 
THEY POINTED OUT TO COURTENAY THAT WITH THE PROSPECT OF 
TALKS WITH GUATEMALA LIKELY IT WAS NOT IN BELIZE'S INTEREST 
TO FORCE THIS ISSUE. KISSINGER 
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